‘New bill in Congress targets rising price of milk

B’ Simmons joins
- an effort for regional
dairy compacts.

" Norwich Bulletin

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Faced
with rising retail milk prices and
a struggling dairy industry in
eastern Connecticut, U.S. Rep;
Rob Simmons, R-2nd District,
added his hame today to a bi-par-
tisan list of-ca- sponsors of the

"Dairy Cohsurhers arid Produd:

ers Protection Act of 2003," H.R.
324.

The bill propases to reavthorize
the Northeastern Dairy Compact,
" which airns to keep retailers from

overcharging consumers and sets
"a floor on the wholesale price of

milk, which has consistently fallen .

in real terms over the past three
decades.

“One quarter of our land in east-
ern Connecticut is in use for agri-

culture,” Simmons said. .
”We must protect our fanners,

not only to ensure our own access
to fresh dairy products but also to
retain our rural and agricultural

-character;" he said. _
The bill would establish dairy

compacts in the Northeast, South,
Northwest and Intermountain ar-
eas.

These groups would have the '

autharity te set minimum whole-
sale prices on milk, protecting the

‘farmer from large market fluctua-

tions.

The compacts also require local
producers to ensure a stable, local
supply of milk as a matter of re-
gional economic importance, keep-
ing retail prices stable. -



